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Julie Novak Named Acting 
Director At MSMS
Editor’s note: The following is a message from MSMS Board 
Chair Gregory Forzley, MD.

At our meeting on March 12, the MSMS Board of 
Directors appointed Julie L. Novak as Acting 

Executive Director of the Michigan State Medical Society 
to serve until Kevin A. Kelly returns to resume his position 
as Executive Director.  

The Board took this action to ensure the continuity and 
certainty of executive decision-making and staff leadership 
for the organization while Kevin continues to recuperate 
from surgery.  He continues to progress and hopes to be 
discharged from the hospital soon.    

Julie and I met with Kevin and he asked me to thank you 
for your support and for your continued good work in his 
absence.  He shares with the Board complete confi dence 
in Julie, the department directors, staff, and county 
executives to maintain the excellence of MSMS during his 
extended recovery.    

We wish Kevin the best of health.  Until he returns, we hope 
you will join us in showing Julie the same faith, loyalty, and 
allegiance Kevin enjoyed.

Thanks for all you do for Michigan physicians and 
their patients.

Sincerely,

Gregory J. Forzley, MD, Chair, Michigan State 
Medical Society Board of Directors v

The following change in the WCMSSM Bylaws has been approved by the Executive Council and is recommended to the WCMSSM member-
ship for adoption:

Article IX, Section 2 
The Peer Review/ Medical Care Committee shall consider written complaints arising from the relationship of members with their patients. It shall 
attempt to reconcile differences between the profession and their patients in order to foster harmonious relations. Only written responses to com-
plaints will be accepted. The committee will not accept responses via telephone. The WCMSSM member against whom the complaint has been fi led 
must respond to the Peer Review/ Medical Care Committee within 30 days of receiving the complaint letter…

(Addition to Bylaws identifi ed in italics) 

In his opinion piece, George stated that, the bills as intro-
duced would lessen regulation and expand the Blues’ reach, 
while retaining their tax exemption. He stated that in states 
that have adopted high-risk pools “Blue Cross plans no 
longer need to fi ll their special role. They are either converted 
to for-profi t companies, with their surplus being captured 
in some fashion by the state, or they retain their nonprofi t 
status but begin paying taxes.”

He also countered claims by BCBSM that the individual 
insurance market was projected to grow 25 percent during 
the next fi ve years.

“The evidence presented to the Senate does not support this 
claim. US Census Bureau statistics and data from the Kaiser 
Family Foundation both show a decline in the number of 
subscribers in Michigan’s individual market in recent years.”

George took a pointed swipe at the Blues’ claim of facing 
adverse fi nancial conditions.

“Blue Cross’ claims of fi nancial hardship and its plea for 
less oversight are just not supported by the facts: Its surplus 
has swollen to more than $2 billion; it continues to accrue 
subsidiaries using resources accumulated via their tax 
advantage, and it seems to have no shortage of lobbyists, 
vice-presidents or money to buy advertising.”

BCBSM is on record opposing the substitute bills, as they 
remove many key principles contained in the original drafts.

At press time, at least four more hearings on the bills were 
scheduled throughout April. v

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  9
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11:30am- Registration Practice Green and Tees, 

Lunch,  

Silent Auction Bidding Begins, 

1:00pm- Shotgun Start 

Play Your Own Ball – Calloway Scoring

6:00pm -  

Cocktails and Strolling 

Dinner 

Silent Auction Raffle, 

Sponsor Recognition,  

Awards Ceremony

WCMS Foundation

15th Annual Golf Classic

Register Online:
http://www.golfdigestplanner.com/2354-WCMS_Foundation_Golf_Classic/ 

Monday, May 19th, 2008 
Meadowbrook Country Club 
40941 W. Eight Mile Road, Northville, MI 48167

$250.00 per person

Objective
To raise funds for various activities including: Senior Abuse  

Prevention, Children’s Holiday Party and the Webber School  

Health Clinic. The WCMS Foundation is a 501(c)3 supporting  

organization of the Wayne County Medical Society. The purpose  

of the Foundation is to support the development of community  

programs directed to: prevention of domestic abuse; advancement  

of the health behavior of adolescents; and improvement of the  

health status of children.

Sponsorship Opportunities Available
Prizes for Men & Women 

$50 Gift Certificates 

Low Gross & Low Net 

Hole-In-One - Winner receives  

lease on Lexus

Additional Contests-$50 for All

Closest to Pin•	

Skins Game•	

Putting Contest•	

Longest Drive•	

Straightest Drive•	

For more information contact:
Wayne County Medical Society Foundation
Jason Riske
3031 W. Grand Blvd., Ste 645, Detroit, MI 48202
Phone: (313) 874-1360 Fax:(313) 874-1366  
email: jriske@msms.org
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On Dec. 19, 2005 I notifi ed the offi ces of Division 
and Control Federal Drug Administration of closing 

my offi ces, I requested that further correspondence and re-
newals for my DEA to be sent to my home when the renewal 
was due in July 2007. When July 2007 came and went, I had 
no renewal papers and nothing to remind me that my DEA 
had expired. In late August, 2007, Oakwood hospital notifi ed 
me that my renewal for privileges could not be completed 
until I renewed my DEA number. Early in September, 2007, 
I completed my application and paid FDA’s Division and 
Control, $551.00 for the renewal license of my DEA for a 
three-year period. The govern-
ment cashed my check within 48 hrs.

Six weeks later I called the FDA regarding not receiving my 
DEA number and was told to call the Detroit offi ce, which I 
did. Five calls later a human being fi nally answered my ques-
tions and said I needed to fax them a signed letter inform-
ing of my home address since my offi ce had closed and I 
would receive my DEA number renewal in about 10 days. I 
immediately faxed them the information and sent a written 
follow-up letter confi rming exactly what I had said.

Two weeks later there had been no response again so I 
called the Detroit offi ce three more times, fi nally getting a 
call back after the third call to them, and was informed by 
another person that I needed to fax a new letter stating that I 
was on the staff at Oakwood Hospital and wanted corre-
spondence to come to my home. They did not like sending the 
DEA number to just my home alone. I have complied with 
this request as well and I am sending another fax to the 
Detroit offi ce.

It is now seven 
days post send-
ing that letter 
and I am still 
waiting for the 
DEA number. I informed Oakwood Hospital of this delay and 
they continued me on the staff temporarily until this matter 
is completed.

This is an obvious problem with government bureaucracy 
and machines that answer phones: When there is a need for 
clarifi cation of problems, all impact a physician even with 
something like an offi ce changing addresses to make sure a 
physician gets his DEA number or any number that would 
effect the practice of medicine. v

DEA’s Renewal Process Saga
by Edmund M. Barbour, MD
Past President of Wayne County Medical Society

Advertising Index

Classifi f ied Rates

Members: $45 for 30 words; 30 cents per additional word 

Non-Members: $60 for 30 words; 30 cents per additional 

word. Advance credit card payment required. Call Gretchen 

Christensen at (888) 822-3102

Employment Opportunities

PHYSICIANS WANTED!  Growing homecare practice 

in Southfi eld is looking for part- or full-time internists/

GP’s to make house calls.  Paid malpractice/very 

competitive compensation!  Michael (248) 921-8000.

Service

Mobile MRI Full or Fractional Lease Available. 

Offer cost-effective MRI services to your patients. 

Lease all or part of Michigan Mobile MRI Route 117 

for your CON-approved site. 2005 Seimen’s 1.5 Tesla 

magnet with cardiac gating and PV software. With 

or with-out transport and setup, technician, sup-

plies and/or radiologist interpretation. Available in 

mid-2008. Competitive terms based on number of 

days per week and length of lease. Contact Martin 

Rosenfeld (586) 868-0194

Classifi eds




