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Thank you Mrs. Vincent and everyone involved in my 
receiving this prestigious award. This is truly an honor 

and a blessing. Just to tell you all a little about myself, I was 
born and raised in Detroit, MI. I attended Murray-Wright High 
School and graduated as Valedictorian of my class in 1992. 
I completed my undergraduate training at the University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor--B.A. Sociology, Health Aging and 
Population Studies, 1996. My journey as included, at the age 
of 23, becoming the foster parent to 3 of my younger siblings, 
and eventually adopting them by, November 1998. I currently 
attend Wayne State University School of Medicine as a 3rd 
year medical student. My medical school training has included 
many wonderful experiences, particularly this past year, as I 
have strived to reacquaint myself with the world of medicine, 
after being away for over 5 years. 

The story of my 5-year leave of absence includes my brother 
being hit by a car and suffering a traumatic brain injury, 2 
weeks before I was due to start my fi rst year of medical school. 
This led to me completing my fi rst year of medical school, as a 
part-time student over the course of 2 years. Anyway, caring 
for my my family and other life experiences led to my 5-year 
leave of absence.

This evening is particularly speceial for me, because 15 years 
ago, I had the privilege of working with Mrs. Martha Vincent 
at Harper Hospital in the volunteer services department. I 
had been a Detroit Compact Scholarship recipient my senior 
year at Murray-Wright, and myself and some other award 
recipients had the opportunity to work in the Detroit Medical 
Center Hospitals. Anyway, I had expressed my interest in 
medicine to Mrs. Vincent, who introduced me to Dr. Charles 
Vincent and some other physicians. 

This led to my being able to shadow Dr. Charles Vincent in 
the operating room. I wore scrubs and everything! I was 
so excited! I saw my fi rst mastectomy, hysterectomy and 
laproscopic cholecystectomy with Dr. Charles Vincent. 
This is an experience that I have always treasured, and I 
still talk about today. So, to be blessed enough to receive 
a scholarship in his name, I cannot thank you all enough. 

I pray that someday, I can be as great a physician as 
Dr. Charles Vincent. v

Thank you again.

—  LaKeisha Blair-Watson

Vincent Scholarship Awarded 
to LaKeisha Blair-Watson
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History of the Vincent Scholarship

In the history of Detroit, a special place will be reserved 
for Charles C. Vincent, MD. Dr. Vincent dedicated his 

life to the betterment of his community and the profession 
of medicine. Dr. Charles Vincent believed that physicians 
should, “Serve the people,” a principle he demonstrated 
in his own life. After receiving his medical education at 
Wayne State University, he completed his internship and 
residency at Detroit hospitals. As a practicing obstetrician 
and gynecologist, Dr. Vincent became a tireless advocate 
for the health and well being of the Detroit community. His 
special interest was the plight of the pregnant children, 
sometimes as young as twelve. With guidance to these 
individual patients, he hoped to stop further pregnancies. 

Doctor Vincent passed away 13 years ago, but his legacy 
continues. After his death, close friends and colleagues 
gathered to decide what Charlie would want to honor his 

memory. The Charles C. Vincent, MD, Memorial Scholar-
ship was established to be presented annually to a Wayne 
State University Medical student; preferably a resident of 
Metropolitan Detroit with a demonstrated academic excel-
lence and a fi nancial need. 

The fi rst scholarship was presented in June of 2000. It is 
the hope of the Wayne County Medical Society Foundation 
that this scholarship will continue for many years to come 
to provide our community with new physicians that will 
carry on Charlie’s ideals. v
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Medicare Physician Rate Cut Averted, 
SGR Remains Unsolved

In a widely anticipated veto override vote July 15 Congress 
overturned a 10.6 percent cut to physicians under the 

Medicare Sustainable Growth Rate formula and installed a 
0.5 percent “update,” read increase.

The vote wasn’t close in either chamber, passing 383-41  
in the House with 153 Republicans voting against President 
Bush’s proposal. In the Senate the count was 70-26 with  
21 Republicans supporting the override.

The big story regarding this year’s SGR crisis wasn’t cuts 
to physicians, but a Democratic power play that cut back 
Medicare Advantage plans’ role in acting increasingly as a 
middleman in government payment for Medicare services. 
The MA plans are private plans that administer and distrib-
ute Medicare dollars under legislation expanding their role 
passed in 2003. The vetoed Bush legislation would have 
expanded further the role of MA plans. 

The endgame was a study in drama, with cancer-stricken 
Sen. Edward Kennedy making a rare Senate floor appear-
ance to help guarantee the necessary votes for a veto. 
Prior to the vote, news outlets were abuzz with talk of pri-
vate plans reaping profits from Medicare and cherry-picking 
the lowest risk seniors for inclusion in their programs while 
leaving the rest out in the cold. The AMA and the insurance 
industry engaged in advertising warfare to argue their sides. 

In the end the AMA touted the 0.5 percent raise as a sub-
stantial victory and urged that the fight continue to replace 
the SGR.

“HR 6331 replaces the 10.6 percent payment cut that went into 
effect on July 1 with a 0.5 percent update extension through 
Dec. 31, and it provides an additional 1.1 percent update for 
2009,” stated AMA President Nancy Nielsen, MD, PhD. “The 
18-month reprieve this bill provides allows Congress time to 
work with physicians on developing a long-term solution to  
a payment system that is fatally flawed.”

However, similar solutions in recent years have not germi-
nated serious attempts to overhaul the flawed formula.

“What the Congress voted for in its override was not as much 
a financial reprieve for physicians as for political relief for 
members of Congress,” said Joseph Weiss, MD, editor, Detroit 
Medical News. “H.R.6331 means that Congress does not need 
to deal with physician pay or senior Medicare panics for at 
least one and half years and probably beyond.

“If we learn a lesson from this experience with Congress it 
should be that we must plan and coordinate far better than 
we have to date. Furthermore, we must end the Holy Grail 
quest for The Reimbursement Formula. It doesn’t exist. 
Instead, what the medical community needs to develop is  
a plan that places payment in its proper proportion with  
the expense of technology and the appropriate cost of care  
of the elderly. 

“We have no such plan now, but we have 18 months to  
create one; we should see that time not as an opportunity, 
but as an imperative.”

Brian Lang, a visiting scholar at the American Academy of 
Family Physicians opined that Congress is unlikely to ad-
dress the issue for as long as two more years. He stated  
that the yearly patches cost about $4 billion, while a fix of  
the formula would cost about $300 billion over 10 years.

Louisiana Congressman Jim McCrery, a Republican, told the 
New York Times that the fix bill “just kicks the can down the 
road.” He said in 18 months doctors will face a 20 percent 
cut in Medicare payments.

The SGR sets spending targets which are routinely exceeded 
by the demand for care and cuts physician reimbursement 
based on the overage. Any reform acceptable to physicians 
would have to include recognition of the rising cost of health 
care and realistic assessments of practice costs. v

By Paul Natinsky
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May 28, 2008

It gives me great honor and pleasure to represent the 
WCMS Alliance, The co-president Girija Viswanath is not 

able to attend tonight. Girija and I were installed as co-presi-
dents of the Alliance yesterday. Many of you know me as Mrs. 
Federico Mariona and I am truly sorry to have confused you.

What is the Alliance? The Alliance is the most important or-
ganization that represents the family of Medicine in America. 
The Wayne County Medical Society Alliance, Michigan State 
Medical Society Alliance and the American Medical Associa-
tion Alliance form a unified force to improve our communi-
ties and the lives of physicians and their families. It is the 
counterpart of the physician arm of the medical society.

We all belong to the family of medicine. We develop lifelong 
friendships, build an effective network and find a ready-made 
support system for the challenges of life in a medical fam-
ily. If you are the spouse of a physician, resident physician, 
or a medical student, you must feel compelled to belong to 
the Alliance and be part of the medical family.

Together we can make a difference in our community. The 
Alliance raises funds for scholarships and research, partici-
pates in community health projects that improve people’s 
lives and assists in protecting the future of the society members 
through legislative advocacy.

Enrich your life. Attend state, regional and national semi-
nars and workshops that will contribute to your personal 
development. Receive professional training to enhance your 
leadership skills, make valuable contacts, and enjoy unique 
opportunities because of your membership in this organiza-
tion. Make this your challenge.

On behalf of the Alliance, I would like to thank Mrs. Pooja 
Singla for her dedication and hard work in leading the Alli-
ance this past year. Under her leadership and the assistance 
of Adam Jablonowski, Jason Riske, and Peggy Mitchell the 
Alliance now has a website that may be accessed from the 
WCMS’s home page (www.WCMSSM.org) as well as the 
MSMS home page (www.MSMS.org).

Let me briefly review the past twelve months of activities  
of the WCMS Alliance.

Mrs. Alice Haidostian has been interested in and promotes 
physician membership in the Detroit Science Center for over 
25 years. She was instrumental in the procurement of the 
“Transparent Anatomical Mannequin”. Alice and Dr. Joseph 
Weiss organized a night out at the Science Center to see 
“Our Body the Universe Within” exhibit. Seventy physi-
cians and their families and fifteen medical school students 
attended. This was a sell out event.

Mrs. Norma Henderson, Chairperson of World Medical 
Relief, reported that her Committee collected 475 lbs of 
pharmaceuticals, plus a variety of glasses and miscella-
neous equipment from Physicians’ offices. Shipments were 
delivered to World Medical Relief and distributed to twenty 
eight countries. Most were sent to the Philippines and many 
countries in Africa. Supplies were requested by and sent to 
missions in Matamoros, Mexico, Guatemala, Jamaica and 
North Korea. A special thank you to Dr. Richard Henderson 
for his assistance in deliveries of the supplies.

The Senior Prescription Program served 672 clients in the 
Metro area in 2007.

World Medical Relief, in partnership with the United 
Way of S. E. Michigan’s 2-1-1 service is offering a 

new Prescription Program for low income individuals and 
families who do not have Medicaid or other prescription cover-
age. With one phone call to local 2-1-1 service, low income 
residents can get brand name prescription for only $5.00 
plus a $3.00 handling fee delivered to their home.

All contributions, equipment, pharmaceutical and monies  
are always welcome.

Mrs. Helen Ann Ermete has been liaison with the YWCA In-
terim House, a Detroit shelter for abused women and children. 
This is part of the AMA and MSMSA S.A.V.E. program (Stop 
America’s Violence Everywhere). We have been involved 
with the shelter for sixteen years. The shelter houses up to 
sixty people and the occupancy is always at the maximum. 
They stay there from 6-8 weeks and are than moved to a Safe 

Alliance Report to the WCMS  
of Southeastern Michigan
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House or out of the area to relatives who are not known to the 
abuser. We provide food, clothing and basic necessities on a 
bi-monthly basis.

The Alliance is planning on having a luncheon meeting at the 
Interim House in July. Further information will be posted on 
our website.

Another S.A.V.E. program targets the schools. Mrs. Tara  
Peterson coordinates the distribution of two books that raises 
the awareness against violence and to educate children and 
their families. “Hands Are Not for Hitting” and “I Can Handle 
Bullies” is purchased through the MSMSA. The State Alli-
ance also supports our efforts by giving us up to $200.00  
in grants to assist in this endeavor.

We assist the AMA Alliance campaign for Smoke Free Hol-
lywood Movies rated G, PG, PG13 by garnering signatures  
on petitions. There are petitions circulating on the tables. 
Please sign it for the County that you live in provided that 
you did not previously sign one.

We are also collaborating with the Oakland County and 

Washtenaw County Alliances. The emphasis is team work 
and networking. This year we will plan on reaching out to 
Macomb County Alliance. Southeast Michigan has similar 
problems and together we may have more ideas and 
resources to make a difference.

This year we lost a very special woman, a doctor, a friend, 
Dr. Sophie Womack. Sophie had so much energy and loved 
to help those who were not so fortunate, the women and 
children who ended up in shelters because of abuse. It was 
through her brainstorming and efforts that created “Healing 
Hearts”. The money collected was used to hire counselors 
at the shelters in Detroit and vicinity. Dr. Womack was a 
very special person and is missed.

How can you help? What is your role in the WCMS Alliance? 
Assist the WCMS Alliance by introducing and encouraging 
your spouse to pursue one of the unique opportunities to 
strengthen the Alliance, our medical community, our commu-
nity and ourselves. Together we can make a difference. v

– Clara Sumeghy, President 
– Girija Viswanath, Co-President
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The Detroit Medical News magazine received its third 
award in as many years from APEX, the publish-

ers of Writing That Works: The Business Communications 
Report, a bi-monthly newsletter covering business writing, 
editing and publishing for communicators in corporate, 
non-profit and agency and independent settings.

DMN’s February 2008 edition was submitted and selected 
as one of 43 Award-Of-Excellence winners from a field of 
490 entries. 

According to APEX, “Each year the quality of entries 
increases. Overall, this year’s entries displayed an extraor-
dinary level of quality. The APEX judges saw only the most 
promising publications that professional communicators 
could enter. From them, they had the truly difficult task of 
selecting the award-winning entries.”

For the second year in a row, DMN was selected for its 
mind, not its body. Our first award three years ago was 
in the Most Improved category. The past two have been 
for the quality of our writing. Our winning February issue 
contained, among other items, a strong column on the 
single-payer issue and the unforeseen consequences of 
such a system, by Editor Joseph Weiss, MD; an opinion 
piece by WCMSSM Humanitarian Award winner Richard 
Henderson, MD, making the case for alternatives to emer-
gency room care; a letter from Allan Dobzyniak, MD, urging 
WCMSSM to regain its “innovative and sometimes contro-
versial edge”; and coverage of the volatile Blue Cross Blue 
Shield-sponsored individual market reform bills as they 
made their way through the state legislature.

DMN was one of three health care concerns to win a Maga-
zine and Journal Writing Award, with the other two being 
MSMS’s Michigan Medicine magazine and a publication by  
the Cleveland Clinic. Those credentials present a strong 
claim for DMN as one of the preeminent county medical 
society magazines in the country.

Congratulations all for a job well done…again. v

Classifif ied Rates

Members: $45 for 30 words; 30 cents per additional word  
Non-Members: $60 for 30 words; 30 cents per additional 
word. Advance credit card payment required. Call Gretchen 
Christensen at (888) 822-3102

For Sale 
Thinking about retirement, re-location or the expansion of 
your medical practice? We have Buyers and Sellers for 
Primary Care, Internal Medicine and Cardiology Practices. 
Years of experience, great terms. For more details contact 
our practice specialist Joseph at Union Realty. 248-919-
0037 or cell 248-240-2141. www.unionrealtypc.com. All 
Inquiries Are Strictly Confidential. 

Miscellaneous 
Attention Michigan Medical Professionals - As a service to all 
WCMS members, Midwest Pools, Inc. is having a Fall Clear-
ance Sale with huge savings. For more information or to sched-
ule your free site inspection/consultation, call toll free (877) 
450-POOL or visit our website at www.midwestpools.net. 

Employment Opportunities 
OB/GYN-MFM Private Practice Opportunity Private practice 
group located in Dearborn Michigan seeking 1 or 2 full time 
physicians to join our established practice. BC/BE Obste-
trician-Gynecologist to provide coverage for private practice 
and BC/BE MFM Specialist to oversee the hospital-based 
fetal diagnostic unit that provides ultrasound, amniocentesis, 
CVS, fetal testing and consultative services. Close relation-
ships exist with Genetics and Diabetes Education & Nutrition 
Services. The private practice is conveniently located on the 
campus of Oakwood Hospital. Interaction with residents and 
medical students is encouraged. Competitive compensation 
and comprehensive benefits package is offered. To apply, 
please email your CV to michelle.carter@oakwood.org.

Real Estate 
Medical Bldg located at 15831 Mack Ave. across from Grosse 
Pointe, corner of Buckingham. Completely equipped. Two 
suites: both have reception room, exam rooms, consultation 
room, business office, laboratory, utility room and lavatory. 
Doctor has established a wonderful practice and is now 
retiring after 37 years. Excellent opportunity to step in and 
take over practice. Call Paris DiSanto at Johnstone and 
Johnstone, 313-884-0600.

Classifieds

DMN Wins Third Consecutive  
National Writing Award




