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A vast majority of the uninsured, 83 percent, are 
members of working families, not the unemployed 

or very poor. The often-quoted fi gure of 47 million unin-
sured in the United States isn’t what it seems, either. Sixty-
seven million people lacked health insurance coverage for 
a portion of the year last year, while 36 percent went the 
entire year without coverage.

Catherine McLaughlin, PhD, furnished these statistics and 
others, at a May 2 Cover The Uninsured Week event in Ann 
Arbor. The intent was to provide a more penetrating look at 
the uninsured crisis and to dispel some popular myths and 
misconceptions about the issue. 

McLaughlin is a University of Michigan professor who 
is Director of the Economic Research Initiative on the 
Uninsured, a fi ve-year Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
initiative at the U-M.

She provided an alternate perspective on the nature of the 
uninsured problem, primarily by looking more closely at avail-
able statistics. For instance, the population of uninsured is 
often considered a monolith; either you have coverage or you 
don’t. In addition to the partial-year versus full-year lack of 
coverage mentioned above, McLaughlin said there is a dispar-
ity in the length of “workless periods.” “Some of the longest 
workless periods are experienced by men aged 45-55;” which 
is when many health problems, including heart problems and 
strokes, begin to become a factor for this population.

The problem is becoming a brushfi re as numbers accumulated 
from 2001-2005 indicate. At the same time that 30,000 small 
businesses have stopped offering coverage, the average out-
of-pocket cost for consumers has increased 30 percent while 
wages have increased 3 percent. For perspective, hourly 
workers earned an average of $35,800 per year and faced 
out-of-pocket health care expenses averaging $3,276. 

What’s worse is that in Michigan, which has consistently 
been among the leaders in unemployment among states, 
faces this calculus: every 1 percent increase in unemploy-
ment results in 600,000 more children lacking coverage 
and 400,000 adults facing coverage loss.

There are also misconceptions that factor into the presiden-
tial candidates’ health plans regarding the cost of insurance.

McLaughlin said Sen. John McCain’s plan features a tax 
credit of $5,000 for a family to buy health insurance; the 
average cost is actually closer to $12,000.

Sens. Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton feature proposals 
that would provide coverage to all Americans equal to what 
members of Congress receive. The cost of such a plan is more 
than the $12,000 average for employer-based coverage.

Finally, there are misconceptions about why people remain 
uninsured. While it is true that a high number of young, 
healthy people voluntarily forgo the expense, mostly young 
men; broader numbers reveal that 7 percent say they don’t 
need health insurance, but 54 percent say they feel they 
need it but can’t afford it. v

The Uninsured Aren’t Who You Think They Are

by Paul Natinsky

Catherine 
McLaughlin, PhD
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Sections of the internationally celebrated AIDS Memo-
rial Quilt – the 54-ton, handmade tapestry that stands 

as a memorial to more than 90,000 individuals lost to AIDS, 
were on display in the Scott Hall cafeteria at the School 
of Medicine recently. This free display of the AIDS Memo-
rial Quilt was organized by the American Medical Student 
Association and the Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual People in 
Medicine at the School of Medicine

“The AIDS Quilt provides an opportunity for the medical 
community to see a more humanistic side of AIDS rather 
than, primarily the scientifi c aspects of the disease,” said 
fi rst-year student David Goodyear, who helped organize 
the event.

Established in 1987, The NAMES Project Foundation is the 
international organization that is the custodian of the AIDS 
Memorial Quilt. The quilt began with a single 3 x 6-foot 
panel created in San Francisco in 1987. Today, the quilt is 
composed of more than 47,000 3 x 6-foot panels, each one 
commemorating the life of someone who has died of AIDS. 
These panels come from every state in the nation, every 
corner of the globe, and they have been sewn by hundreds 
of thousands of friends, lovers and family members into 
this epic memorial, the largest piece of ongoing community 
art in the world.

Julie Rhoad, executive director of The NAMES Project 
Foundation, explained, “The quilt transforms statistics into 
souls, loss into hope and indifference into understanding. 
We are so grateful that Wayne State University School of 
Medicine is part of this ambitious grassroots effort to raise 
awareness and save lives.”

The AIDS Memorial Quilt has evolved as the most potent 
tool in the effort to educate against the lethal threat of 
AIDS. By revealing the humanity behind the statistics, the 
quilt helps teach compassion; triumphs over taboo, stigma 
and phobia; and inspires individuals to take direct respon-
sibility for their own well-being and that of their family, 
friends and community.

Rhoad added, “We are thrilled to have the chance to share 
sections of the quilt with your community. These handmade 
blocks, created by friends and family, tell the stories of 
individuals who have lost their lives to AIDS. We bring 
you their stories in the hope of inspiring compassion, heal -
ing and personal responsibility. We thank Wayne State 
University for hosting this event and we invite you all out 
to see what wonderful art we have created together as 
a nation.” v

Left-to-right Drs. Silas Norman, Bob Frank, Maryjean Schenk and Bill Kupsky.

AIDS Quilt Comes to WSU School 
of Medicine
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May 1, 2008. Age 87. A thoughtful and capable 
hematologist, Dr. Abraham left his mark as a 

teacher and a clinician who worked well with others. 
“He was well known as a very caring, patient-oriented 
individual,” according to Sheikh Saeed, M.D., division head 
of Hematopathology and director of Henry Ford Hospital’s 
Blood Bank. A native of Falmouth, Kentucky, Dr. Abraham 
received his undergraduate degree from Xavier University 
in Cincinnati, Ohio and his medical degree from the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati College of Medicine in 1945. He served his 
internship and a hematology fellowship at Cincinnati Gen-
eral Hospital. His training was interrupted by World War 
II, when he was a captain in the Army, stationed at Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky. After the war, he served his residency 
from 1948-51 at the Veterans Administration Hospital in 
Dayton, Ohio. He joined Henry Ford Hospital in 1952 as a 
staff physician assigned to Hematology. From 1976 until his 
retirement from Henry Ford Hospital in 1988, he was an 
associate professor at the University of Michigan. “He had 
a superb sense of humor,” said Dr. Saeed. “He worked ex-
tremely well with his colleagues, residents and others. Ev-
erybody had tremendous respect for him.” He was a mem-
ber of many professional groups, including Alpha Omega 
Alpha, the American Federation for Clinical Research, the 
American Medical Association, the American Society of 
Hematology, and the Southwest Oncology Group. He was 
a Fellow of the American College of Physicians. Beloved 
husband of Jean. Dear father of Joseph, Jr. (Karen), Mary 
Osak (Gary) and Thomas. Loving grandfather of Julie Dick 
(Cristhian), Joseph Abraham III, Maureen and Colleen 
Osak. Great-grandfather of Anna Dick. Memorials to Henry 
Ford Health System Philanthropy, One Ford Place, Ste. 5A, 
Detroit, MI 48202 View obituary and share memories at 
www.DesmondFuneralHome.com v

Past President of both The Detroit Surgical Asso-
ciation (1990-1991) and The Academy of Surgery 

of Detroit (1999-2000), immensely talented and capable 
and immensely caring Henry Ford Hospital surgeon, Dr. 
Farouck Obeid, died of a brain tumor on March 8, 2008 at 
the age of 58. Farouck came to the United States in 1973 
and served as an intern in Norfolk, Virginia.  The following 
year, he came to Detroit as a surgical resident at Ford Hos-
pital and the rest is history.  He remained on staff at the 
Henry Ford Health System to the time of his death.  One 
of the best known surgeons in Michigan, Farouck was also 
President of the Michigan Chapter of the American College 
of Surgeons (ACS) in 2002-2003, Alternate Governor of 
the ACS (2006-2007), and a stalwart in the ACS Michigan 
Committee on Trauma.

Farouck was known far and wide for his expertise in 
trauma and critical care surgery.  He also started a bar-
iatric surgery program at Hurley Hospital in Flint where 
he was based in recent years as part of Hurley’s Ford 
Hospital affi liation.

Farouck married the lovely Gloria in 1979, produced four 
children, and lived long enough to see the early years of 
an Obeid family dynasty in medicine.  Nadia, age 26, is a 
medical student at the Wayne State University School of 
Medicine and Nabeel, age 23, is a medical student at the 
University of Michigan Medical School.  Leila, age 21, is a 
pre-medical student at Michigan State University in East 
Lansing and Nicholas, age 17, is headed to the University 
of Michigan.

Rest well, Farouck.  You were taken from us much too 
early, but in your years on this planet, your accomplish-
ments in the service of mankind have been enormous.

— Allen Silbergleit, M.D., Ph.D. v

ObituariesObituaries

Abraham 
Joseph P MD – 
May 4, 2008

Farouck N. Obeid 
(1949-2008)
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Detroit Public Schools students in ninth through 12th 
grades were inspired to overcome challenges to con-

tinue their education during the fi fth annual Each One Teach 
One event, sponsored by the Wayne State University School 
of Medicine’s Young Doctors of Detroit student organization.

The guest speaker at the April 26 event was Galen Duncan, 
senior director of player development for the Detroit Lions. 
This year’s theme, “Dream, See, Do, Be,” focused on the 
importance of continuing education and career development 
and opportunities.

“We want to stress to the students that they can overcome 
challenges to be successful,” said fi rst-year medical student 
Cecelia Calhoun, who, with fi rst-year medical student 
Rebecca Lynch, serves as co-chairwoman of Young Doctors 
of Detroit. Ms. Calhoun is from Detroit, while Ms. Lynch hails 
from Terra Haute, Ind.

Eric Ayers, M.D., assistant professor of internal medicine/
pediatrics and associate program director of internal medicine
/pediatrics; and Silas Norman, M.D., assistant dean of Ad-
missions, also spoke to the high school students.

“They are very engaging speakers,” said Ms. Lynch. “We 
wanted them to speak on the importance of education and 
advancement. It’s important to provide role models.”

The 75 students also had the opportunity to break into smaller 
groups with volunteer professionals in a variety of careers to 
hear about what it takes to excel in those fi elds. The profes-
sionals spoke about the challenges they met while working 
toward their chosen careers.

Young Doctors of Detroit provided a pizza lunch for the 75 
students and their parents. v
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Classifi f ied Rates

Members: $45 for 30 words; 30 cents per additional word 
Non-Members: $60 for 30 words; 30 cents per additional 
word. Advance credit card payment required. Call Gretchen 
Christensen at (888) 822-3102

Employment Opportunities
CHILD PSYCHIATRIST:  North Country Community Mental 
Health is seeking a BC/BE child psychiatrist to join our staff 
to serve the needs of children and adults through a compre-
hensive community-oriented treatment program utilizing a 
multidisciplinary team approach.  No after-hours face to face 
on call requirement.  Michigan licensure with residency/fel-
lowship completion in child psychiatry is necessary.  Prefer 
an active clinician with three years of previous experience.  

North Country Community Mental Health is located on Lake 
Michigan’s Little Traverse Bay, with miles of beautiful Great 
Lakes shoreline on the sunset side. Pristine inland lakes 
and rolling countryside combine with four season sport and 
recreation opportunities to result in this area being nationally 
recognized as a great place to live, play and prosper. 

Excellent employee benefi t package includes health insur-
ance, paid leave, retirement, professional liability insurance 
and a continuing education stipend.  Salary, part time hours 
or contracted services are negotiable.  Send CV to HR, North 
Country CMH,  One MacDonald Dr., Suite A, Petoskey, MI  
49770; fax 231-347-1241 or e-mail hr@norcocmh.org. EOE. 
Applicants with questions can call Andrew Sahara, Ph.D., 
at 231-347-6701. 

Western Michigan University.  PHYSICIAN - Occupational 
Health/Staff.  Western Michigan University’s Sindecuse 
Health Center seeks a licensed physician to manage all oc-
cupational medicine patients and coordinate the occupational 
medicine program.  In addition, the physician will provide 
direct primary care to students, staff, and faculty at WMU.  
For a complete job description, qualifi cations, and application 
procedures, visit:  www.wmich.edu/hr/careers-at-wmu.htm.  
WMU is an EE Employer.  

Service
Mobile MRI Full or Fractional Lease Available. Offer cost-
effective MRI services to your patients. Lease all or part of 
Michigan Mobile MRI Route 117 for your CON-approved site. 
2005 Seimen’s 1.5 Tesla magnet with cardiac gating and PV 
software. With or with-out transport and setup, technician, sup-
plies and/or radiologist interpretation. Available in mid-2008. 
Competitive terms based on number of days per week and 
length of lease. Contact Martin Rosenfeld (586) 868-0194

Classifi edsYoung WSU Docs 
Reach Out To Detroit 
High Schoolers




